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STRIC TURES and REMARKS, 


&c. 


PUBLICATION of an extraordinary nature and ten- 

dency having accidentally fallen into my hands within 
theſe few days paſt, it inſtantly occurred to me, that ſuch 
an unſeaſonable and very intemperate production, at ſuch a 
eriſis as this, muſt have other motives and objechs in view, 
than the oſtenſible ardent zeal it profeſſes for the credit, 
fervice and intereſt of the Roman Catholic religion, to the 
obvious diſcredit, and at the manifeſt expence of every other 
differing denomination of religioniſts in the kingdom. 
Viewing it in this light, as a digeſted and maturely delibe- 
rated attack upon the unoffending profeſſors of the Reform- 
ed Religion, and weighing the importance of the ſubject 
with my own humble abilities to enter the liſts without ſtu- 
dy or previous preparation, I feel much reluctance to give 
any ſtricture or comment on a publication of much irrita- 
bility, and conſequently involving the private peace and 
public intereſt of my countrymen. But in delivering my 
ſentiments on this occaſion, and conſcious of the rectitude 
and purity of my intentions, I preſume it will not be deem- 
ed arrogance in an obſcure individual to obtrude his haſty 
re flections on the public, while ſo many men of ſuperior 
learning, information, and ahilities exiſt ' in the communi- 
ty, to anſwer it with energy, and refute it with effect. 
At the cloſe of the eighteenth century, when it might 
be ſuppoſed that the gradual progreſs and improvement of 
the human underſtanding, after emerging from under the 
dark ſhades of ignorance, bigotry, and ſuperſtition, had 
ariſen to a conſpicuous height in ſciences, arts, and civili- 
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zation, it was little, very little to have been expected, that 
a Letter ſhould have ſuddenly made its appearance in the 
world, fanctioned by the authority, and figned with the 
name of a perſon who is ſaid to poſſeis literary talents and 
inſormation, and one who {tiles himſelf a Chriſtian prelate; 
and as fuck, delivers over this profeſſedly mild conciliating 
acdre(s (of the good ſhepherd) as a beacon to guide the pre- 
ſent, and regulate the future trembling ſteps of his own 
flock through the modern mazes of irteligion, anarchy, 
and ditunion. On a nearer inſpection however into this 
very queſtionable Paſtoral Letter (breathing apparent pro- 
ont of loyalty) the moſt ſuperticial reader, or fugitive 
enquirer can perceive, that under the cloak of, ardent zeal 
for a monopolized pre-eminence, and purity of the tenets 
of his own religion, inſtead of ſtrengthening the bonds 
of ſociety by amity and peace, inſtead of pitying, or at leaſt 
conviticing the underſtanding fuppoſed to be in error, he 
violently tears, open all the old rankling wounds of paſt 
centuries, . and ſetting affoat the boiling paſſions of the 
unezly mind, unhinging the comforts of domeſtic tran- 
quillity by an infuſion of the bitter poiſon of religious 
diſcord; and as if diſtruſting the effects of this intention, 
he drags forward the « remnants of old oppreſfton,” in 
order to diſtract his own clergy, madden the populace, 
and wither the blaſted hopes of unanimity of opinion, or 
unity of conduct within his dioceſe, a diftrift perfectii 
exempt from turbulence and inſubordination (by his own 
account} until blefled with his enlivening exhortations and 
molt pigug endeavours. _ 3 1 

Were the whole body of the Roman Catholic clergy, 
nobility and gentry of Ireland to be ballanced in this ſcale, 
and conſidered as implicitly adopting Dr. Huffey's prinet- 


ples and precepts, and were I to view them all through 


the ſame medium in which he now ſoars, I ſhould raſhly 
wlift an unfounded cenſure, and deduce an unjuſt con- 
clufion, For let us examine this firſt ſpecimen of his ſa- 
cerdotal function, as a towering Prelate under his newly- 
received; and as yet unfledged mitre, and let us compare it 
with the writings and conduct of other excellent men of 
his own rank, perſuaſion, and. communion within the ſhort 
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gompaſs-of a few months paſt, and this will calm and ſatisſy 
the ruffled and indignant wind of the reader, and afford him 
leiſure for reflection, and opportunity to contgaſt the virtu- 
ous exertions, and manly conduct 3 Dr. Moylan, wlioſe 
prompt decilion under the impulſe of alarm, with immi- 
nent danger at his door, did not leave this excellent man 
to waver one inſtant, between French equality, apd the 
happineſs of his native country, for in the very face of the 
public enemy, he decidedly avowed his unequivocal loyalty 
to his king, and attachment to his country ; he embraceg 
his Proteſtant brother, as his friend, and his neighbour, in- 
yolyed in the fame perils with himſelf, and nobly animated 
his clergy to labour with him in the common cauſe, and 
for * public good, by his qwn never to be forgotten ex- 
ample. - | e e | 
And if we again examine the learned Dr, 'Troy's Paſto- 
ral Addreſs upon a more recent occaſion, we behold the 
Divine and the Chriſtian, ſerving his God, inſtructing his 
flack, and ſupporting the * and happineſs of ſociety. 
From theſe documents and authorities we find ſufficient 


- reaſons and ample proofs, that Dr. re ideas and pub- 


lications ſhould be conſidered as entirely due and ſeparate 
from the ſentiments of other men equally as much inter- 
eſted in the welfare, and u queſtionably much better qua- 
lifed for diſpenſing in loye and charity the mild precepts 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Theſe facts afford the amazed 
imagination time to recollect, that this mild preſident of 
Manooth College is but one ſingle individual, inſulated 
from the reſt of his brethren, neither educated in the Ita- 
lian or Gallic ſchools, but nurtured in a Spaniſh Seminary, 
(as I am informed) imbibing all the liberality and modera- 
tion of a gentle ingui/itor, and perhaps a little intoxicated 
with the ſuddenneſs of his new elevation, and vain of his 
own yanity, he affects. this diſplay of authority over his 
ſubſervient clergy, who neither can approve, and certainly 
cught not admire, ſuch unſocial auſterity, which leads them 
forward to. the perilous attempt of widening a great breach 
in ſociety, that may ultimately lay open the potemic ave- 
nue, which may terminate in the total ruin and ſubverſion 
of their whole religion. 4 
I preſume it would be more becoming the office, the 
dignity, and good ſenſe of a Chriſtian biſhop, to cherifh 
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and improve the harmonizing endeavours of his better 
judging brethren at this' period, while the thunders of 
the Almighty are abroad upon the earth, and while the 
mangled * carcaſes of the French clergy are not as yet 
cold in their graves, and while the exiled e. preſent their 
famiſhed ſkeletons to his view, as an ample warning to 
cool the headlong ardor of an intemperate zealot, who 
this inſtant ſurrounded in theſe kingdoms by nearly 12 mil- 
lions of inhabitants, conſtituting that inſgnificent ſmall ſect, 
whoſe numbers he contemns without "reckoning, and who 
although widely differing from him in religious opinions, 
do not avail themfelves of their multitudes, and vindictively 
wiſh to diſturb: his repoſe, nor alter his modes of worfhip. 
This Addreſs conveys an ungenerous, if not impolitic, 
charge to the clergy, to ſeparate and detach them from 
holding any intercourſe with the #ich, 'whoſe crimes ma 
be that tliey have accumulated, or inherited a property in the 
Nate, thereby ſecluding his clergy from the pleaſing or 
improving communication of a kind friend, or. an agreea- 
ble acquaintance, and totally extinguiſhing that open can- 
dour which ſhould ſubſiſt in civilized ſociety ; urging them 
to kindle up diſtinctions between the poor and the rich, and 
inſtruting the unthinking and untaught, that the latter 
are their enemies and oppreſſors ; and thus opening the wide 
door of democratic rage and ſeparation, he provokes the 
nn, by exciting the painful notions, that « the rich 
© have not only ſhut their doors againſt them, but not un- 
_ & frequently have hunted them like wild beaſts, for the 
x purpoſes of perſecution;” and in fact with language like 
this he ſanctions open barbarity, rapine, and injuſtice, 
But ſurely, he cannot be ſerious in his application 
of ſuch ſentiments to 7heſe times of liberal philantropy and 
_ legiſlative conceſſion; it is a mere rhapſodiſtic ' flouriſh of 
words, or an ill- founded calumny, flung out for miſchievous 
| purpoſes, The affertioa is contradicted and belied by the 
uniform conduct and national characteriſtic of the hoſpita- 
ble, the generous, and the brave; the numerous inſtitutions 
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for charity (unequalled in all Europe) forcibly tell him in 
dumb eloquence, that the Iriſh gentry and nobility are not 
deſtitute of juſtice or humanity ; nor inſenſible to the reci- 
rocal duties and ties that connect the poor with the rich, 
: hoſe ties that have exiſted, and will exiſt always among 
Chriſtians, and laſt long after that period which ſhall num- 
ber Dr. Huſſey among the multitudes of angry zealots in 
the filent tomb, and perhaps record his clerical” fame a- 
mong the crowds of enthuſiaſts who have too, too often 
x already ſtarted into exiſtence in various climes, carrying 
| fire, ſword and faggot, bewildering and deſtroying the 
-repoſe of the world, as men who “ joſt the grace of 
« their vocation, or who perhaps never yet received it 
« from their God. h ; 
In the next paragraph of this epiſcopal manifeſto, he 
lays a painful, and ſurely not the moſt Chriſtian injunCtion 
on his clergy, „to remonitrate with every parent (rich, 
« or poor) who will become fo crimina!, either from penury, 
„ economy, or advantage, to expoſe his offspring to places 
& of education where his religious faith is likely to be per- 
« yerted; if he will not attend to this remenſtrance, to 
4% refuſe him the participation of Chriſt's body; if he ſtill 
&« continues obſtinate, to denounce him to the church as 
« an heathen and publican.” Good God! was there 
ever uttered, or held out in the darkeſt ages of bigotry, 
under the gloomieſt horrors of a 3paniſh Inquiſition, or 
under the ſevereſt and moſt barbarous interdiéts of a Bec- 
kett or a Dunſtan, any language more intolerant, or an 

doctrines more tyrannic and deteſtable ! yMiuſt we look in 
- theſe days for a revival of Gothic ignorance and barbariſm, 
under the auſpices of the learned Dr. Huſſey? Mult the 
poor be prohibited from receiving or accepting education 
which they cannot attain from their poverty? Nuit litera- 
X ture, which, like the light we fee, and the air we breath 
. in common, be no longer ſhared with the youth ot rank or 
fortune ? Muſt he mingle no more in Proteſtant ſociety ? 
Muſt he be allowed no more'to form juvenile intimacies of 
friendſhip in the ſeminaries of education with his equals 
cr cotemporaries? Or mult he rather be, doomed at once 
to retire from the world, aud become a recluſe Carmelite 
or a gloomy Jeſuit, tutored no more in the liberal and en- 
lightened ſhades of Oxford, Cambridge, or Dublin, but 
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vegetating in the ſullen receſs of ſome cloiſtered cell, come 
forth at maturity, totally unqualified for, and furely leſs 
inclined to the intercourſe and active management of the 
buſy ſcenes of poliſhed and enlightened ſociety ? 

The Dr. repeatedly recommends a ſtrict ayoiding of all 

litical diſcuſſions, as unworthy of the « miniſters of him 
„% whoſe kingdom is not of this world ;” but yet, with 


the very ſame breath he either unluckily or intenti- 


onally wanders out of his way, by a moſt .clerico-military 
digreſſion upon the of the army, a ſubject delicate 
in itſelf, totally unconnected with, a clearly wnprecedent- 
d in any paſtoral addrefs that ever was delivered in any 
country, and perfectly irrelevant to, as well at incompatible. 
with, the academic or epiſcopal duty of Dr. Huſſey, and 
evidently calculated to degrade the Sovereign, libel tlie legiſ- 
lation, igſult the officers, and-detach the ſoldiery from their 
allegiance and duty, by ſowing dangerous diſſenſions and 
diſtinctions among the whole body of the military, with- 
out any apparent benefit to himſelf, any improvement te 
his religion, any reſect to his king, or any honeſt wiſh 
to heal the bleeding wounds of his native country, _ 
Ik Dr. Huſſey's account be believed, no foldier, except 
the Roman Catholic alone, can act with courage, fidelity, or 
honour in the day of battle. But let us look over the hiſ- 
toric page, and this foolery vaniſhes like the dew of the 
morning. Examine the brilliant wars of Elizabeth, and 
the total annihilation of a conſecrated Armada; look over 
the glorious. campaigns of Malboro' over the plains of Ra- 
melies, Hockſtet, Malplaquet, and Blenheim; examine 
the countleſs achievements of a William; and even of the 
great Henry IV. and his faithful Lully, &c. &c. and theſe 
undeniable facts may fully ſatisfy him, that it is not %ig 


faith or religion alone that forms the gallantry and fidelity of 
the ſoldier; ſhould he diſbelieve this, let him anſwer how 


it happened, that all the conſecrated banners, ſacred images 
of Januarius and Co. with all the pious proceſſions of car- 
dinals, could not fave his Halineſs bimſelßf, nor his domini- 
ons, from the ravaging hands of Buonaparte 2 Did all the 
benedictions and prayers of St. Ignatius, &c, &c. fave 
Don Cordova and his Cathelic Majeſty's fleet, lately in La- 
gos-bay, from the glorious Jervais and-ſearleſs Tars of Eng- 
land, or protect them from the craſhing fury of our Bir- 
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riſh thunder ? Our armies and fleets are compoſed of hardy 
Iſlanders, <ngliſh, Scotch, and Iriſh ; war being their pro- 
felhon, the defence of their King and Country is their bu- 
ſine ſs, without peſtering themſelves with metaphyſical diſ- 
tinctioas, or ſophiſticated ſolutions and ſubtilties, of any 


narrow minded devotee, who might divide their allegi- 


ance, diſtract their ſervice, and weaken their glowing cou- 
rage. | | | | 

In another part he ſays that the catholic faith is © ſuita- 
te ble to all climes, all forms of government, monarchies or 
ve publics, ariſtocracies or democracies.” This is a bread 
hint ; indeed, it requires no anſwer, the inſinuation con- 


veys no attachment or preference to his own King, it leaves 


that choice to the eventual chances of hereafter. And leſt 


he had not given a ſufficient reaſon for exaſperating his 


flock, he inflames their feelings by additional aggravations 
againſt the rulers of the land, © with infolence in their 
« looks, and oppreſſion in their hands ;” adding-that ſome 
of the moſt powerful men in the nation declared in the ſenate, 
that © they hoped to fee the day when no catholic would 
« dare to ſpeak to a Proteſtant with his hat on.” This 
was a ſaying of archhiſhop Laud in the days of Charles 
I. in 1630, but differently applied by him from the man- 
ner as here quoted. He wiſhed to ſee the day when no 
profane /ayman would preſume to ſpeak to an ecclefraſtic 
with his hat on, in order to magnify the ſacerdotal charac» 
ter, as ſacred and indefeizable, But Laud diſguſted and ex- 
aſperated the whole nation, by his innovations in the church; 
he ruined his king, and afterwards fell a ſacrifice to his 
own vanity and intolerance. | 


I cannot avoid in this place taking notice of the va- 


pouring . hyperbole, he made uſe of in_ contraſting the 
« ſmall ſet as he calls the reformed religioniſts limitted to 
« the boundaries where that ſect aroſe, exiſts, and dies a- 
« way,” comparing them with thoſe profeſſing his Romith 
faith, extending from the riſing, to the ſetting jun, &c. 
&c. Now can this learned Dr. gravely affert ſuch a ſerious 
- burleſque upon common ſenſe? Does he really imagine that 
the inhabitants of this land are profoundly ignorant of hiſ- 
tory, and unacquainted with the geography of the world ? 
In truth, it calls his own knowledge as well as vera- 
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city as an author into queſtion, when the whole ſurface 
of Europe preſents him with a flat contradiction, and any 
man who can trace a map, or turn the leaf of a Gazetteer, 
will inſtantly flaſh conviction in his face, and convince him 
that he is ill informed, or falſely mitreprefents the fact. Let 
me aſk the learned Dr. what form of religion is at this day 
profefled in Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Pruſiua, 
Hollan«, Upper and Lower Saxony, over a large portion of 
Poland, Siletia, Franconia, Suabia, and Weitphatia, Mora- 
via and Palatinate, over the beft part of Bohemia, (where 
this ſet trit arzle) Hungary and Switzerland? Aﬀe 
Barruel, what is now become of the Romiih faith of 
France? What is its preſent ſtate in revolutionized Italy, 
with the hapleſs Pope reduced to a mere cypher ? What 
is all Kngland, what is all Scotland, and what is a con- 


derable part of Ireland? Whiaat is become of the thirteen 
p 


ſtates of America in the Weſt, and what are our ſettle- 
ments of Bombay, Madraſs, and Bengal in the Eattern re- 
gions? When he examines thole authentic fads, and 
recollects that all the deſolated colleges and convents, that 
all the exiled monks, friars, and nuns, which darkened 
the countries from the Pyrences to the Rhine, and from 
the Alps to the Danube, are demoliſhed and diſperſed, 
and their revenues confiſcated, and that the few remaining 
EZeeliſiaſtic ſtates o: Germany are on the eve of being 
handed over to Pcuſin, I prefume then he will find a 
moment's pauſe for recollefting, that he carried a little 
too much crowded fail for the ballaſt he had on board, in 
delivering this p:ſ{toral addreſs to his clergy in an obſcure 
corner of the di..ceſe of Liſmore and Waterford. And per- 
haps from a calm conſideration of the gradual progreſs 
of the re:ormed religion © limitted as he ſays to that 
& country where the ſet was formed,” though actually ex- 
tended, as he now ſees,ovcr the whole face of the earth, and 
viewing the rapid decay of the Romilh faith verging to- 
wards its de. line, it will not be in his power to contradict 
the real truth ot the tact, nor impoſe his vague affertions 
on the weakeſt underſtandings. And give me leave to add, 
withont offending his milder and more Charitable brethren, 
thet he may as well attempt to arreſt the ſun in its courle, 
or ſtill the fwollen billows of the ocean in the midſt of a ſtorm, 
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as to hope to chain the human mind much longer in dark- 
neſs; and without any very great {pirit of divi ation or gift 
of propheſy, it is as e:ſy to foreſee as it is to predict, that the 
total extinfion nd downfal of the Romiſh fe ith is not now at 
a very remote period; the barometer of light is riſing rapid- 
ly on every quarter around him, the day fp:inging from on 
high hath viſited us, Dr. Huiſey's lamp caſts but à faint 
glimmering l1yht at preſent trom its exhauited ſocket, and 
though it may yet glow out with an expiring blaze, every 
obierving man mult know it cannot be a laſting witre 3 and 
if convu ion or commotion {ſhould take place, it mult the 
more quickly haſten its final diflolution, and that too be- 
fore the natural day of its departwie; and if ſuch event 
ſhould happen, it may leave its premature and untim-ly 
death on the intemperate ze.] and injudicious quackery of 
Dr. Huſſey. | 

eving now done with the learned Dr. for the preſent, 
I will add one parting word by tying, that had that 
« ſpark which St. Patrick lighted and ſpicad over this 
© rfland,” (with the Bible in his hand as the rule of bis 
faith) in the year 432, continued pure and Ample as he 
preached and practiſed it, without .thuſe clouds that ſince 
obſcured it, the learned Dr, and I would not at this day 
laye any diffetence in our Creeds, nor vary in our modes 
of worſhip. And permit me to cloſe this paper by obſerv- 
ing, that the man who kindles up the flame of rel.gious 
ditcord, who exaſperates the por againſt the rich, who ſe- 
parates the - ſoldier. from his othccr, who enflames the ca- 
tholic againſt the Proteſtant, who, attached to no form of 
juriſciétion in the land, abuſes the whole exiſting govern- 
ment, Who is ungtateful for the munificent grant of 
„o,o of national bounty to his own ſeminary, wha is 
clearly unauthoriſed in his violent proceedings by his 
Holineis abroad, and unſupported by many of his molt 
jucicious brethren at home; ſuch conduct and ſuch pub- 
ticatiot; might well juſtify the legiſlature or viſitors to in- 
qui.e into thoſe matters, and if found to be facts, to 
ſuperſede the preſent Preſident of Manooth, and place a gen- 
tleman of more prudence, more moderation, and myre 
chriſtian charity at the head of that learned ſeminary. 


FINIS. 


